SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
merely according to its intrinsic worth, but according
to its effects upon the two great classes involved.
Soviet economy is entirely free of this kind of cleavage
and, to this extent at least, is already "classless," with
regard to the interpretation of values.
That is really all, at bottom, that I can say about
values in the Soviet Union. One or two incidental
matters are of interest and require some attention.
Firstly, although any fixity in the scheme of values is
ruled out, both under capitalism and in the Soviet
Union, by the mere fact of a continuously changing
environment, yet certain incidental notions remain
fairly constant. In modem Russia, for instance, it is
realised that such values as exist at all must be the
outcome less of passive receptivity than of the active
exercise of talent* For this reason the commissariats of
education in the various republics of the Union, which
have control over most of the organised leisure of the
community, the State Publishing organisations and the
various cultural organisations, cinemas and theatres,
seem to have set themselves the task of eliminating
passivity as fat as possible. In this matter it is almost
as though the people of the Soviet Union had all of
them read carefully Mr. Aldous Huxley's Brave New
WorMz&d had silently agreed that this *Vill not do.**
Mr. Huxley's book, it will be remembered, describes
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